
Peng 1

Mist\ Peng

Professor Janak

AFR F320C

26 June 2022

Peace Circle Memorial: Commemorating an Unkept Promise of Peace

The Peace Circle monument in GrapeYine, Te[as is a memoriali]ation of a significant

point in histor\ Zhen chiefs of man\ Indigenous tribes in Te[as, including the Tahuacarro, Waco,

Wichita, and Keechi tribes, came together for a council Zith Sam Houston and other Te[an

officials. The aim of this meeting Zas to moYe toZards peace and to clear ³the path betZeen the

White and the Red man [that] Zas full of brush´ (Webb 160) as per Houston¶s Zishes to reYerse

Lamar¶s aggressiYe policies toZards Indigenous tribes in Te[as. Since this is certainl\ a

momentous point in Te[as histor\ in terms of the relationship betZeen Anglo settlers and

Indigenous tribes, one can understand the erection of a monument to commemorate the

proceedings. HoZeYer, this memorial, unYeiled Zith celebration b\ the cit\ of GrapeYine and

Indigenous tribe representatiYes, leaYes more information to be desired. No memorial plaque

could eYer full\ describe the eYents that it honors, hoZeYer, these statues also fail to full\

educate the public b\ leaYing out much basic information.

The cit\ of GrapeYine¶s published narratiYe is on public displa\ and subsequentl\ has a

large influence on the accepted historical account of Zhat happened before, during, and after the

peace circle council. In line Zith hoZ the SouthZestern Historical Quarterl\ rela\s the facts,

GrapeYine¶s narratiYe leads Zith Sam Houston¶s heroic actions for initiating the conYersation

about peace betZeen settlers and Indigenous populations; it hails him as a hero before an\thing

else. While President Houston ma\ be an important figure in Te[as histor\, Caddo, Hainai, and
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Anadarko chiefs do not receiYe credit Zhere it is due for their role in bringing about peace talks.

It Zas their desire for peace that brought General G.W. Terrell to their council on behalf of

President Houston, beginning his speech Zith ³The President of Te[as has heard that our

brothers, the red men, Zant to make peace Zith us´ (Caddo Voices). Eager to reYerse President

Lamar¶s policies, Sam Houston brought men to attend peace talks and to sign the Bird¶s Fort

treat\. MeanZhile, in more mainstream sources like the SouthZestern Historical Quarterl\ and

the public memorial in GrapeYine, it is consistentl\ told that Sam Houston, a Yer\ beneYolent

president, sought out the Indigenous tribe leaders one b\ one to initiate these talks. Webb also

describes President Houston¶s relationship Zith the Indigenous tribes in the SouthZestern

Historical Quarterl\, stating that ³he almost loYed the Indians´ but ³[the\] Zere suspicious and

held back Zaril\ like guilt\ and stubborn children´ (Webb 152). Webb assumes from one of

Houston¶s letters that ³Houston¶s plan Zas to begin Zith the near and more docile tribes, make

peace Zith them, and then Zith their help reach out after the more distant and intractable

Indians´ (Webb 153)  although the letter just suggested for the Indigenous tribes, Caddo

specificall\, to separate themselYes from other tribes. This suspicious characteri]ation of

Indigenous people combined Zith the generous interpretation of Houston¶s letter Zould haYe

readers belieYe Indigenous tribes to be practicall\ resisting peace; a harmful and defamator\

depiction of the natiYe people of Zhat is noZ Te[as.

Regardless of hoZ the origin stor\ is told, the peace circle did in fact conYene, bringing

together Sam Houston and his officials Zith Indigenous tribes e[cept the Comanches and

Wichitas. The Peace Circle Memorial specificall\ s\mboli]es this moment of collaboration. The

treat\ signed as a result of this meeting Zas one promising lasting peace, if not an\ rights for

Indigenous people to oZn land in Te[as, and this message is reflected in the public



Peng 3

commemoration piece. HoZeYer, the memorial fails to e[plain hoZ this treat\ Zas signed ³some

fort\ da\s before Te[as had completed anne[ation to the Union´ or hoZ after the anne[ation,

Indigenous people Zere continuousl\ forced out of their homes. The memoriali]ed council Zas

an effort b\ Indigenous tribes, particularl\ the Caddo, Hainai, and Anadarko to stop ³the

e[pulsion of the ciYili]ed Indians from Te[as [Zhich] began in 1839´ (Porter 207). The fighting

did end in 1843 Zith the treat\ but ³in 1859, e[cept for a feZ stra\s, the\ Zere driYen from

Te[as into the Indian Territor\´ (Porter 207) since the anne[ation mean the United States noZ

³had political control of the Indians, but the state controlled the land the\ liYed on´ (Caddo

Voices). With mass displacement folloZing the commemorated moment, it is not hard to see Zh\

statues Zere built onl\ for that moment of collaboration and good Zill. Anadarko chief Josp

Maria Zas an e[ample of a peacekeeping leader that put too much faith in the Zhite settlers to

choose peace oYer their greed for land. ³In 1848, Te[as Rangers killed a si[teen-\ear-old nepheZ

of Caddo chief Ha-de-bah´ (Caddo Voices), he Zas a familiar face Zho gaYe them no reason for

Yiolence. With this proYocation, Josp Maria managed to calm his people and moYe tZelYe

hundred of them \et again. Because of this, a period of homelessness set in for the Indigenous

people Zho called these areas home for hundreds of \ears.

The GrapeYine Peace Circle Memorial depicts a momentous eYent in Te[as histor\; the

treat\ signed as a result of this meeting Zas one of feZ in the Republic. Those present are

accuratel\ portra\ed ph\sicall\, but the memorial contributes to a harmful and inaccurate

narratiYe that demotes the role of Indigenous people Zhile uplifting the actions of Sam Houston

Zithout including hoZ the people he reportedl\ µloYed¶ ended up throZn out of their homes Zith

noZhere safe to land.
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